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www.zisize.org         Email niki@zisize.org 

               December 1st 2003 

 
“It is better to light a candle than to complain about the dark” 

 
Dear Friends, 

 2003 has been a year of personal loss for me, but one of enormous growth for Zisize and 

benefit for children in Ingwavuma. Zisize (Ingwavuma) Educational Trust has now been registered in 

South Africa, which has assisted in making South African funds accessible. Zisize – The Heaton Lee 

Memorial Trust though, remains far and away, its major source of funding. 

 

The feeding programme at Mpontshini has been extended to the most needy children at 

Mgedula & Okhayeni  Schools for most of this year, with Lundini & Ekuhlehleni Schools joining them 

this month, in time for the long school holidays. These programmes have been funded by Maesgwyn 

Special School Aberdare, High St. Baptist Church Merthyr Tydfil, Eating Out Cape Town, RCT 

UNISON, staff & students from Goodenough College London, a number of individuals in UK and Katy in 

Durban.  Over 300 children have one meal a day thanks to you, who would otherwise have gone hungry. 

 

      
Photo 1                                                                   Photo 2 

 

Zisize purchased uniform for each child in Majwayiza whose family could not have afforded to 

send them to school (some in photos below) and it paid 4/5 of the school fees for those too poor to 

pay R50 (£5) a year. In so doing, we have ensured 100% school attendance in this particular 

community. Thank you to all those, whose donations enable us to do this. 
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Seven extremely needy families are being helped by UK sponsors, who fund not only the 

uniforms and fees, but also R250 (£25) worth of food and necessities like candles and soap, each 

month. You know how grateful we, and the families are and what a difference your help has made. 

 

Two additional rooms are in the process of being built at Majwayiza for the vulnerable 

youngsters. This project, which provides care and a level of self sufficiency, has attracted interest 

from within South Africa, as it is a pioneering solution to a widespread problem. It has led to large 

scale funding via another NGO to train adults from the community in recycling, craft making, 

permaculture and aquaculture, the establishment of an eco laundry and provision of showers and toilets 

for the children living on site. We are hopeful that electricity will also be provided. 

  

Money provided by the Jeffcott Charitable Trust last year for building at Mpontshini, has been used 

to construct new classrooms, a hall and admin block. Intermittent water supplies, ill health in the 

builder’s family & increased cost of materials, has led to slower than expected progress, but it will be 

complete by early 2004. This donation & money from Goldfields, has enabled the building of a total of 

six new classrooms.  

  

The teachers are working hard to give their 

school high educational standards to match the 

buildings & have won awards for science & from 

READ, a literacy organisation, working in rural 

schools

 

 

 

Our circle of friends and supporters 

has grown rapidly, as has the number of 

volunteers who came to help at Zisize Centre & 

at Ingwavuma’s schools in 2003, bringing new 

experiences & fun into the children’s lives. An 

enormous crocodile and brightly painted papier 

mache masks are a lasting memento!  

  
 

For three years, I was the only UK volunteer, then in 2002, we had two volunteers, Menna & 

Ellie, from South Wales for three months. This year we have had a total of ten volunteers, six from 

South Wales and four via Goodenough College in London. These came from Germany, Italy, Norway & 
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Canada, so we have an international family flourishing. Some stayed at my beautiful Zulu round house, 

built for me by the community & some at Bridget’s house, which she kindly lent them, while she was at 

Johannesburg & some with Hlengiwe, so each of the SA Trust’s trustees have played host. Next year 

will see the building of Ilanga Soroptimist House, funded by Medway Towns Soroptimists, hopefully in 

time for the 18 volunteers coming from the Diamond Trading Company in London in April!! 

Physiotherapists from Ty Coch Special School and teachers from there & Maes Gwyn Special School 

are also hoping to come and help at the Sisizakele Special School, bringing much needed equipment 

with them. There have been interminable delays and difficulties with the purchase of the land for the 

volunteer house and new centre, which are still only partially resolved, but progress is being made. The 

house will be beautiful, a five bedroomed octagon, so we can accommodate many more volunteers to 

help in Ingwavuma. The centre will be a hub of activity with its library, preschool , play area, games 

room, feeding centre, computers & quiet study areas. 

DTC graduate trainees have been abseiling down buildings, shaving heads, organising parties, 

taking part in cycle rides and more besides, in order to raise funds to build a small satellite centre at 

Manyiseni & they are all coming out for a month to work in the surrounding area & at the centre they 

are funding in 2004. A feeding programme for the neediest children in Manyiseni’s schools will 

commence once the centre is built. We need to recruit regular donors to ensure that meals can be 

given for as long as the need, created by drought, abject poverty & HIV/AIDS, exists. It costs just 

£2 (R20) a month to feed a child. 

Barbara from South Wales has been giving reiki sessions in exchange for donations to Zisize! 

Marie-Helene & Jenny from Goodenough ran the London marathon. Menna & Ellie’s grandmothers have 

been knitting jerseys & hats for the children. In Cape Town the Meintjes family have been knitting 

(Joan) and organising funding for boxes of beautiful jerseys (Helen & Julia) which have all helped to 

keep away the winter chill  for those who couldn’t afford jerseys at Qedumona High School and 

Mpontshini Primary School.  Unitarian churches continue their support, as do several Soroptimist clubs 

and UNISON branches. Again in 2003, the French Huguenot Church’ s Charitable Trust supported us, 

as it has done since before any organisation existed and the centre was just a dream. We value you all. 

Starfish, in conjunction with Anglo American, are having an art auction today, to benefit Zisize. 

What a wonderful act of generosity from one charity to another! It is hoped that money raised will 

build the largest section of the new centre, in addition to funding the feeding programme at 

Ekuhlehleni for the Christmas holidays. Donations from RCT UNISON & branches throughout the UK, 

added to the Bob Cotton Award money, will build a second module. Money promised by Medway Towns 

Soroptimists, a third. There will be five modules in all and I trust that money will manifest to build the 

final two in 2004/2005. 

So many new friends to add to the old , so many bright candles making a difference in these 

children’s lives – thank you to each and every one of you. I also want to say a big thank you to Hlengiwe, 

without whose knowledge, energy, love & commitment, none of this would be possible, and to Bridget, 

who is the spark that lit many candles. She cares passionately about raising educational standards & 

has a humility & love for the Zulu people which I truly admire. 

There are so many problems in Ingwavuma, HIV/AIDS, drought, hunger and poverty are some 

of the major ones. It would be easy to be overwhelmed, but it is better to light a candle than complain 

about the dark. We have shown that we can make a difference in the lives of those children we touch. 

2004 will therefore be a wonderful year for us if we can double the number of children being fed, 

provide clean drinking water for them, ensure they can access education by providing uniform & 

assistance with school fees to those who would otherwise not be able to go to school. It will be a 

wonderful year if we can access skills training and resultant job opportunities for school leavers. It 

will be a wonderful year if we can build the new centre & offer a stimulating educational environment, a 

safe place, a fun place for Ingwavuma’s children. I truly believe that 2004 will be a wonderful year as 

our circle of friends gets ever bigger. 

Siyabonga – thank you – diolch yn fawr and our very best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a 

wonderful 2004 for you all. 

 

 

Niki Lee 
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On behalf of Zisize’s Trusts & Children 

 
ZISIZE – The Heaton Lee Memorial Trust, c/o Jeff Davies, Trustee, 12 Museum Place, Cardiff, 

CF10 3NZ. 
 Reg. charity number 1085470 Email Jeff at zisize@aol.com 

& 
ZISIZE (Ingwavuma) Educational Trust, P/Bag X2256, Ingwavuma 3968 


